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NOTICE TO ALL APPLICANTS: 
EQUITY FOR STUDENTS, EDUCATORS, AND OTHER PROGRAM 

BENEFICIARIES 
Section 427 of the General Education Provisions Act (GEPA) (20 U.S.C. 1228a) applies to applicants for 
grant awards under this program. 

ALL APPLICANTS FOR NEW GRANT AWARDS MUST INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING 
INFORMATION IN THEIR APPLICATIONS TO ADDRESS THIS PROVISION IN ORDER TO 
RECEIVE FUNDING UNDER THIS PROGRAM. 

Please respond to the following requests for information: 

1. Describe how your entity’s existing mission, policies, or commitments ensure equitable access to, 
and equitable participation in, the proposed project or activity. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/USCODE-2020-title20/html/USCODE-2020-title20-chap31-subchapII-part2-sec1228a.htm
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2. Based on your proposed project or activity, what barriers may impede equitable access and 

participation of students, educators, or other beneficiaries? 

  



OMB Control Number 1894-0005 
Expiration 2/28/2026 

3. Based on the barriers identified, what steps will you take to address such barriers to equitable 
access and participation in the proposed project or activity?  
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4. What is your timeline, including targeted milestones, for addressing these identified barriers? 
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Notes: 

1. Applicants are not required to have mission statements or policies that align with equity in order 
to submit an application. 

2. Applicants may identify any barriers that may impede equitable access and participation in the 
proposed project or activity, including, but not limited to, barriers based on economic 
disadvantage, gender, race, ethnicity, color, national origin, disability, age, language, migrant 
status, rural status, homeless status or housing insecurity, pregnancy, parenting, or caregiving 
status, and sexual orientation. 

3. Applicants may have already included some or all of this required information in the narrative 
sections of their applications or their State Plans.  In responding to this requirement, for each 
question, applicants may provide a cross-reference to the section(s) and page number(s) in their 
applications or State Plans that includes the information responsive to that question on this form 
or may restate that information on this form. 
 

 

Paperwork Burden Statement 

According to the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information 
unless such collection displays a valid OMB control number. The valid OMB control number for this information 
collection is 1894-0005. Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average 3 hours per 
response, including time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering, and maintaining the data 
needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of information. The obligation to respond to this collection is 
required to obtain or retain a benefit. If you have any comments concerning the accuracy of the time estimate or 
suggestions for improving this individual collection, send your comments to ICDocketMgr@ed.gov and reference OMB 
Control Number 1894-0005.  All other comments or concerns regarding the status of your individual form may be 
addressed to either (a) the person listed in the FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT section in the competition 
Notice Inviting Applications, or (b) your assigned program officer. 

mailto:ICDocketMgr@ed.gov

	Q1Response: Pursuant to New York State Laws and Regulations, early intervention services are provided to children found eligible for the Early Intervention Program (EIP) at no cost to the families.  Families are asked to provide any insurance coverage information to assist with billing services to Medicaid, but no cost is assessed to the families.

The EIP is available to all children who meet the State's eligibility requirements for EIP services, subject to the consent of the child's parents and/or legal guardians.  

The EIP is a voluntary program. Enrollment in Child Find by the municipality, or a referral for further screening or evaluation, requires parental consent. Parents have the right to elect or decline to enroll their child in the Program and have the right to close out the referral at any time. Parents also have the right to accept or reject some, or all early intervention services recommended for their child and family. In addition, parents have the right to withdraw their consent at any time, for any reason.  

The State ensures that its local early intervention partners have a robust child find system in place including maintaining a database to monitor at-risk children allowing for potential follow-up to ensure future evaluation of children at-risk is carried out. 

In addition, the State has used Part C American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) funds to run promotional campaigns using various media to raise awareness of the EI program for families and providers.  The Families Campaign is focused on under served populations / zip codes based on recent data. 
	Q3Response: The Department is engaged in or will pursue the activities outlined below, which are intended to improve provider capacity and ensure that children and families receive EI services to which they are entitled: 

 Current Activities to address these issues include:

-Implementing recommendations of the State EICC’s Provider Capacity Workforce Taskforce, such as decreasing the required experience hours for individual approval and promoting competency areas for the delivery of family centered EIP evaluations and services.
-Implementing a promotional campaign which will focus on increasing services in underserved areas and outreach/recruitment of providers (students who may be interested in the field of early intervention as well as licensed and/or certified professionals).  
-Attending State conferences for professional organizations to promote and recruit providers for the EIP.  
-Partnering with municipal officials to enhance the provider outreach at the local level as municipalities know the population and service needs best.  
-Revising regulations to add in four new licensed professionals (mental health practitioners).  
-Implementing a new statewide data system which will enable licensed behavior analysts and certified behavior analyst assistants to deliver services in the EIP.  
-Participating in national groups focused on increasing provider workforce.  
-Connecting with families via BEI’s EI Families Facebook Group and EI Families electronic listserv.
-Collaborating with families and furthering their leadership and advocacy skills through the Department sponsored Parents as Partners training. Through this contract, the Family Initiatives Coordination Services Project Coordinator connects with families of young children with disabilities in the community and provides resources and information on the EIP. There is also a dedicated website, eiFamilies.com, which provides resources and information on a variety of topics for families, including how to make a referral to the EIP, what services are available, how to work with your IFSP team, and how to advocate for their child.  
-Promoting the EIP to families and sharing how to make a referral to the Program, through a short video vignette titled, “Welcome to the Early Intervention Program”. This video is shared with the EI Families Facebook Group, via the EI Families listserv, posted to the families’ page on the BEI webpage, and is available on the DOH YouTube channel. In the future, it will be added to the EI families website.  BEI has recently translated parent documents into two new languages that have been added for translation of our vital documents in the NYS EIP.






	Q4Response: The Department views these activities as an ongoing process.

In addition to the activities referenced under Question 3 above,  it also plans on conducting the following activities:

-Develop training opportunities (for example, recorded WebEx presentations) for interested providers and current providers on the following topics “How to Become an Early Intervention Program Provider” and “Requirements for Approved Early Intervention Program Providers.”  These trainings will cover information about the requirements for applicants, how to apply, and important information for approved providers which highlight some of the important information in the provider Agreement, how to stay engaged with the Department and active in the EIP, and training resources.  

-Explore additional opportunities to increase internship opportunities in the EIP, including engaging NYS Education Department and higher education institutions.  

-Survey providers who currently work in the EIP part-time about what would increase their interest to deliver more EIP services, and survey all providers about how to improve retaining and recruiting providers, and what additional opportunities would they suggest to increase the EIP workforce. 
	Q2Response: Similar to other healthcare programs and fields, the early intervention program is currently facing provider capacity issues.  Such provider shortages can result in children having to wait to be evaluated and eligible children having to wait for certain services like occupational therapy, physical therapy and speech language therapy in regions of the state where there is a shortage of certain qualified professionals. 

The provider capacity issue is the result of many factors, including aging of the existing provider workforce, competition from other service delivery systems such as preschool and insufficient early intervention service provider rates to keep up with the increased cost of living.   The lack of provider capacity is a significant factor affecting timeliness of EI service delivery. The Department and Early Intervention Coordinating Council (EICC) recognize this and have convened the State EICC’s Provider Capacity Workforce Task force and Rate Setting Task force to work on solutions. Aside from a 5% rate increase to targeted professionals and a recent 1% Medicaid related increase, New York's EI rates have not been increased in over ten years. 

In some regions of the state, we have received anecdotal information that providers are not willing to serve children who live in remote areas that require long driving times or neighborhoods that are considered unsafe.

The Department’s Bureau of Early Intervention (BEI) focuses its annual data collection and analysis efforts on data required by the federal overseers of the Part C EIP. In addition to this data, as part of the Department’s larger initiative to reduce disparities/enhance equity in service delivery systems, BEI undertook an extensive data analysis of disparities in the EIP and is actively working with its EICC and stakeholders on strategies to reduce identified disparities in service delivery. The Department agrees that seeking information from parents regarding the reason(s) they elected to decline to pursue a multidisciplinary evaluation after referral to the EIP or declined services for which their child was found eligible would provide important insight toward reducing disparities and enhancing child find activities. While participation in the EIP is voluntary on the part of families, the Department will work with counties and other partners to learn more from families who do not pursue EI services or who discontinue EI services and use this information to improve EI service delivery.  




